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Danger Level 3 - Considerable

Tendency: Constant avalanche danger 
on Monday 23 12 2019

Wind-drifted 
snow

Treeline
Gliding snow

2200m

Fresh snow and wind slabs require caution. The backcountry touring 
conditions remain unfavourable.
As a consequence of fresh snow and a strong to storm force wind from southerly directions, easily released 
wind slabs formed in all aspects. Significant increase in avalanche danger in particular adjacent to 
ridgelines and in gullies and bowls. Fresh snow and wind slabs can be released, even by a single winter 
sport participant. Especially from starting zones at higher altitudes medium-sized and, in isolated cases, 
large natural avalanches are possible. Below approximately 2200 m medium-sized and, in isolated cases, 
large gliding avalanches are possible.

Snowpack
Danger patterns dp 6: cold, loose snow and wind dp 2: gliding snow

20 to 50 cm of snow, and even more in some localities, has fallen in the last two days above approximately 
1700 m. The southwesterly wind has transported the fresh snow significantly. Fresh wind slabs have 
formed in particular in the regions exposed to precipitation and generally at high altitudes. In some cases 
the wind slabs have bonded still only poorly with the old snowpack. Fresh wind slabs are extensive and 
prone to triggering. The old snowpack will be moist below approximately 2200 m.

Tendency
Wind slabs must be evaluated with care and prudence. The conditions are sometimes critical for 
backcountry touring and other off-piste activities. Gradual decrease in danger below the tree line.


