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Danger Level 2 - Moderate

Treeline
Tendency: Increasing avalanche danger 
on Tuesday 17 03 2020

Persistent 
weak layer

2200m
Wet snow

2400m

Weak layers in the old snowpack necessitate caution.
Over a wide area 15 cm of snow, and even more in some localities, fell above approximately 1200 m. It 
must be evaluated with care and prudence in particular on steep shady slopes. Weak layers exist in the 
snowpack in particular on steep northeast, north and northwest facing slopes. They can be released in 
isolated cases, but mostly only by large additional loads, in high Alpine regions. This applies especially 
above approximately 2400 m and adjacent to ridgelines. These avalanche prone locations are difficult to 
recognise. As a consequence of warming during the day and the solar radiation, the likelihood of loose 
snow avalanches being released will increase gradually in particular on rocky slopes at intermediate 
altitudes. Moist avalanches can in very isolated cases be triggered in the old snowpack and reach medium 
size especially on steep shady slopes.

Snowpack
In some places fresh snow and wind slabs are lying on a moist old snowpack. The older wind slabs have 
bonded well with the old snowpack. In very isolated cases weak layers exist in the old snowpack on shady 
slopes, in particular on shady slopes above approximately 2400 m. At low altitude a little snow is lying.

Tendency
Gradual increase in danger of moist and wet avalanches as a consequence of warming.
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Danger Level 2 - Moderate

Treeline
Tendency: Increasing avalanche danger 
on Tuesday 17 03 2020

Wet snow Persistent 
weak layer

2000m

In steep rocky terrain individual natural avalanches are possible as the day 
progresses, but they will be mostly small.
Gradual increase in danger of dry and wet avalanches as a consequence of solar radiation. Mostly small 
natural avalanches are possible in particular in steep rocky terrain. Weak layers in the old snowpack can be 
released by large additional loads in particular on steep north facing slopes. This applies in particular on 
shady slopes at high altitudes and in high Alpine regions.

Snowpack
Fresh snow and wind slabs are lying on a wet old snowpack. In some places fresh snow is lying on old snow 
containing large grains. This applies in particular on shady slopes at high altitudes and in high Alpine 
regions. At low altitude no snow is lying on south facing slopes.

Tendency
Gradual increase in danger of moist and wet avalanches as a consequence of warming.
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Danger Level 2 - Moderate

Treeline
Tendency: Increasing avalanche danger 
on Tuesday 17 03 2020

Wind-drifted 
snow

2200m
Wet snow

2200m

The fresh wind slabs have formed in particular in the vicinity of peaks. Weak 
layers in the old snowpack necessitate caution.
As a consequence of a sometimes moderate southwesterly wind, small wind slabs formed on Saturday. 
Especially in the northwest 30 cm of snow. fell above approximately 1200 m. Caution is to be exercised 
adjacent to ridgelines and in gullies and bowls. These avalanche prone locations are clearly recognisable to 
the trained eye. Mostly the avalanches are rather small but in some cases easily released. 
As a consequence of warming during the day and the solar radiation, the likelihood of loose snow 
avalanches being released will increase gradually in particular on rocky slopes at intermediate altitudes. 
Weak layers exist in the snowpack in particular on steep northeast, north and northwest facing slopes. 
Moist avalanches can in very isolated cases be triggered in the old snowpack and reach medium size 
especially on steep shady slopes. They can be released in isolated cases, but mostly only by large additional 
loads, in high Alpine regions. This applies especially above approximately 2400 m and adjacent to 
ridgelines. These avalanche prone locations are difficult to recognise.

Snowpack
The more recent wind slabs are to be found especially adjacent to ridgelines and in pass areas and 
generally in the high Alpine regions. At intermediate altitudes the snow is wet. In very isolated cases weak 
layers exist in the old snowpack in particular on west, north and northeast facing slopes. Outgoing 
longwave radiation during the night will be quite good over a wide area. The surface of the snowpack will 
soften during the day.

Tendency
The weather will be mild. Gradual increase in danger of moist and wet avalanches.


